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Theory (I) - Conventional wisdom

1 Expressions of support for the far-right are (traditionally have been)
socially stigmatised (Ammassari, 2023, 2024; Art, 2011; Blinder et al.,
2013; Harteveld et al., 2022)

2 Citizens in liberal democracies want to be norm compliant and avoid
social penalties by masking preferences to avoid costs (Kuran, 1997;
Lindskog et al., 2023; Valentim, 2021, 2024)

• Normatively stigmatisation of the far-right "good": intolerance of
intolerance a desirable requisite to safeguard liberal values
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Theory (II) - A new normal?

• Far-right electoral success is widespread & growing role (Akkerman
et al., 2016; Mudde, 2019)

• This success has a norm-transforming function:
1 diffuses illiberal positions among neighbouring parties (Abou-Chadi,

2016; Abou-Chadi & Krause, 2018; Krause et al., 2023)
2 signals that illiberal views are no longer socially unacceptable (Bjånesøy

et al., 2023; Bursztyn et al., 2020)
3 legitimises undemocratic behaviour, including violence (Giani & Meón,

2021; Gul, 2023; Romarri, 2020)
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No dates for radicals?

Why dating market?

• Apolitical environment – similar to recruitment – that involves
engaging in active peer-to-peer evaluations & where desirability is
incentivised

• Second-order preferences likely to matter strongly
• Environment where individuals rationalise discriminatory preferences
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(Pre-registered) hypotheses

1 H1 (stigmatisation thesis): Dating profiles which indicate support
for the radical-right will be significantly less likely to be evaluated
positively than profiles that express support for any other party.

2 H2 (normalisation thesis): Dating profiles which indicate support
for the radical-right will be no less likely to be evaluated positively
than profiles that express support for any other party.
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Competing norms

Both H1 and H2 assume a unidirectional social cost (polity-level norm)
This norm either remains intact (H1) or is dismantled H2)

In polarized polities where individuals operate in ”camps" and not parties
(Bantel, 2023; Hagevi, 2015; Kekkonen & Ylä-Anttila, 2021), centre-right
individuals can face competing norms:

expectations of my peers
vs.

expectations of everyone else
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Within-bloc logic
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(Pre-registered) hypotheses

1 H1 (stigmatisation thesis): Dating profiles which indicate support
for the radical-right will be significantly less likely to be evaluated
positively than profiles that express support for any other party.

2 H2 (normalisation thesis): Dating profiles which indicate support
for the radical-right will be no less likely to be evaluated positively
than profiles that express support for any other party.

3 H3 (bloc logic thesis): Among supporters of the mainstream right,
dating profiles which indicate support for the far-right will be more
likely to be evaluated positively than profiles that report support for
the centre-left.
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Sub-group variation

1 Gender gap: Women will be significantly less likely to positively
evaluate profiles which indicate support for the far-right than men

2 Sexuality gap: LGBTQ+ individuals will be significantly less likely to
positively evaluate profiles which indicate support for the far-right
than non-LGBT+ individuals.
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Data

We fielded an original survey among a representative sample from Britain
and Spain.
Cases based on variation in far-right normalisation by political mainstream.

1 Observational data: Self-reported indication that individual considers
voting for the far-right to be a ”red flag" in a sexual partner

2 Experimental data: Novel pre-registered (visual) conjoint experiment
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Conjoint design (I)

• We fielded an original pre-registered (visual) conjoint experiment in
Britain & Spain

• Treatment: Exposure to visually manipulated dating profiles

• Outcome App-based behaviour: swiping on emoticons visualised
below profiles as presented on Tinder
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Conjoint design (II)

We randomised a large number of attributes via both the profile image as
well as the accompanying profile bio.
• Profile image: Gender, gender congruence, age, ethnicity, emotion
• Profile bio: partisanship, education, occupation, distance, dating

preferences (e.g., hook up vs partner), diet (Spain only), gender
pronouns (UK only), nationalism, hobbies

• Additional attributes leveraged in other papers:
(bi)sexuality, transgender
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Within-individual facial manipulations
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(a) Example A (b) Example B

back
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Observational results

With greater held identities must there
also come greater identity projection?
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Overall stigma (I): UK
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Overall stigma (II): Spain
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Within-bloc stigma or premium? - UK
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Within-bloc stigma or premium? - Spain
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The gender gap
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Gender gap - UK
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Gender gap - Spain
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Why?
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Bloc-logic assumptions

1 Negative affect for out-bloc party > positive affect for in-bloc party
(Dislike for PSOE > Like for VOX)

2 In-group (partisan) peers penalize accommodation of out-bloc more
than accommodation of far-right

• We look at BES data, E-DEM panel data, and a second original
survey from Spain to answer theese questions
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Out-bloc hate > in-bloc love
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Expectations of others

Table: Tolerance towards child’s romantic partner among all respondents

Britain (N=32,177) Spain (N=4661)
Value Reform Conservative Labour VOX SALF PP PSOE
Acceptable 0.65 0.75 0.81 0.56 0.62 0.72 0.78
Unacceptable 0.35 0.25 0.19 0.44 0.38 0.28 0.22
Data: Britain (British Election Study) and Spain (new original data)
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Expectations of others

Table: Tolerance towards child’s romantic partner among centre-right partisans

Britain (N=11,153) Spain (N=1265)
Value Reform VOX SALF
Centre-left more acceptable 0.08 0.17 0.17
Equally acceptable 0.53 0.54 0.58
Far-right more acceptable 0.39 0.29 0.25
Data: Britain (British Election Study) and Spain (new original data)
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Conclusions

• Do far-right voters experience a penalty on the dating market?
In Britain: No - not any more than the centre-right
In Spain: Yes - but because of homophily and not because of
polity-level norm

• Bloc-logic prevails
Centre-right voters prefer to opt for a democratically unpalatable
partner over matching with someone on the centre-left
Why? – We argue because of conflict between polity-level norm and
group-based norm.

• Implications?
Out-group affect and disidentification among the centre-right drives
normalisation of the far-right.
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Thank you! :)

# s.turnbull-dugarte[@]soton.ac.uk
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